
ENCOURAGE ONE ANOTHER 

The news has been dominated this week with the earthquake in California.  Just last year, a major
earthquake hit Soviet Armenia.  In comparing these two events, there is a terrific difference in the loss
of life even though the two earthquakes were similar in intensity.  There was some 25,000 people
killed in the Armenian quake and probably less than 250 people killed in the last California quake.
Why the difference?  The answer is summed up in one word:  PREPARATION.  It is known that both
the Armenian area and the California area are going to have earthquakes.  The people in California
took the information that they had seriously and did something about it.  Major buildings are de
signed to withstand an earthquake. Most of the bridges are being built with improved design--not all,
but most.  In Armenia, no one there paid attention to the fact that earth quakes were eventually going
to hit. Buildings were shoddily constructed and no preparation was taken.  There is a lesson for us
to learn here. If you know that something is going to happen, then it just makes good sense to prepare
for it.  Now it is not necessary for these folks in earthquake prone areas to panic and run for cover
every time they feel a vibration, however, the awareness of what is going to happen at some time in
the future makes them construct building with a different objective than just creature comfort and
aesthetics. Just as the people in California can say that they know that an earthquake is going to strike
that area, we as Christians can say that we know that Jesus is going to re turn to the earth.  And just
as those people take precautions in building their building to be ready for an earthquake, we too
should take certain step in building our lives so as to be ready for the Second Coming.  We can take
three basic approaches to the subject: 
(1) we can ignore it altogether, (2) we can run it into the ground, or (3) we can take a balanced
approach and let the knowledge that it is going to happen influence the way we go about life.  The
best preparation we can make for that moment is to be busy doing what He told us to do. If we ignore
the fact of His coming, then we will suffer the consequences of not being prepared and this is exactly
what Satan wants us to do. The results of not being prepared vs. being prepared are illustrated in the
contrast of Armenia vs. California.  On the other hand, for those that Satan cannot convince to ignore
the coming of the Lord, he will try to get them to take the truth and push it to the extreme so that
others will ridicule the truth and not be prepared. In the early day of the church, Paul taught others
about the return of the Lord.  When he was at Thessalonika he had provided some teach ing on the
subject before he hastily left because of danger to his life. There may have been inadequate time to
fully instruct they new Christian so that they would have the proper perspective on the subject.  Never
theless, many there were so caught up in the doctrine of the Second Coming that they were going
over board and keeping everyone stirred up so that rather than influencing their lives it was
dominating them. Since the subject of the Second Coming of Christ was so much on the minds of the
people, there were many questions arising about their loved ones who had already died:  what part
would they have in the return of Christ? 

I THESSALONIANS 4:13-18   This passage provides one of the clearer pictures of the "rapture" of
the church.  Paul assured them that those Christians that had already died would not miss out on this
blessed event.  In fact, they would be resurrected first and then those Christians that are still alive,
will be caught up (raptured) with them.  Notice what Paul says in verse 13:  we have no reason to des
pair when a Christian loved one dies for we have a hope that the rest of the world cannot know.
Other religions have invented substitutes such as reincarnation.  Notice that Paul does not leave any
room for reincarnation with the statements he makes in verses 14 and 17.  First of all, all that are



asleep in Christ will come with Him.  They are NOT reincarnated as someone else.  Secondly, Paul
tells us that we will ever be with the Lord which soundly denies reincarnation.  The doctrine of the
Second Coming of Christ is a source of hope and encouragement to each of us.  It is not intended to
be an escape from the responsibilities and realities of testing and trials in life; however, it is an
inspiration to be prepared for His coming. 

I THESSALONIANS 5:1-5   No one knows when; therefore, we should be ready all the time.  The
question is not IF or WHEN, the question is HOW TO BE READY!  Paul assures us that the event
is going to happen and we can see the evidence of its coming; how ever, exactly when is not going
to be known. The difference between those who are not ready and those who are is described by Paul
as  darkness  vs. light .  Christian are people of the light.  There is no reason for us to not be prepared.
Just as people in California know that the next earth quake is coming and they must pre pare for it,
even so we who have the "light" or the information that Jesus is coming can prepare for it. 

I THESSALONIANS 5:6-7   There are two thing that go on at night that we need to guard against.
The first is metaphorically referred to as "sleep".  Paul says, "Let us not sleep."  That is not to be
taken literally; however, it is a call for awareness to what is happening around us.  The opposite of
sleeping is watching.  We can become concern ed about something only if we are aware of it.  The
other condition that Paul warns us about to avoid is referred to as "drunkenness."  The person who
is asleep may be concern ed but unaware.  On the other hand, the drunk may be aware but is uncon
cerned.  These two conditions de scribe many that are in the church today.  Some just don't see what
is happening and are therefore not pre paring--they would prepare if they just knew.  Others see what
is hap pening and are totally unconcerned and they are not preparing.   Both will be unprepared. 

I THESSALONIANS 5:8-11   To avoid the problem of unpreparedness, we need to guard both the
heart and the head.  Paul tells us to put on the breastplate  and the  helmet .  The breastplate is made
up of faith and love.  In Ephesians, Paul referred to the "breastplate of righteous ness".  There is no
conflict since righteousness is " faith  put into action out of the motive of  love ." We need to provide
protection to the heart for it is the seat of our af fections.  If our basic personal life thrust is
materialistic, then we will be concerned only for what we can get out of life and will not be concerned
about preparing for the return of Christ. The helmet is called the "hope of salvation" in this passage.
This helmet is to protect our heads (our minds) and thought processes so that they do not run to vain
imagination but are centered on the word of God. By providing the proper protection for our hearts
and minds so that they operate out of faith and hope, we can avoid the conditions of sleepiness and
drunkenness that characterizes the world without Jesus.


